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galleries and cornices, set in the wonderful verdure of the valley, 
and far away to the tops of the mountains just touched by the rays 
of the rising sun. A scene to be remembered. 

Neither Angkor Wat, nor temple of India equals, in M. Leclercq's 
judgment, the great Buddhist ruin, the work of a genius endowed 
with surprising vigour of conception. 

Boru-Budur and Tjandi Mendoet are the two purely Buddhist 
temples in Java; the other ruins belong to the followers of Brahma. 
The most remarkable is the group of Parambanan, discovered ioo 
years ago. They are covered with sculptures representing scenes 
of the Hindoo mythology. 

The Javanese, though Mohammedans, offer incense and flowers 
to these figures of their ancient gods, and M. Leclercq saw a woman 
bow down before one of the images and dedicate her child to it. 

It is not easy to agree with the author's closing denunciation of 
Islam as the foe of architecture: 

" This deadly religion, imposed by the sword, has destroyed the creations of 
genius and the masterpieces of art in all the countries of the ancient world into which 
it has penetrated ; from the shores of the Bosporus to those of the Indian Archipelago, 
the Koran reigns over ruins." 

Volcanoes of North America : A Reading Lesson for Students of Geog- 
raphy and Geology, by Israel C. Russell. The Macmillan Co., 
J 897. $4. pp. X/F + J46. 

The most recent of the monographs for teachers from the pen of 
Prof. I. C. Russell considers the Volcanoes of North America, and 
is a valuable addition to geographic literature. The previous vol- 
umes on the Lakes and Glaciers of North America were devoted to 
topics concerning which the available literature was large but much 
scattered. In the volume at hand the author has given us a treatise 
on a topic whose literature has not been readily available, and the 
volume fills, as it were, a greater want than either of its predeces- 
sors. 

The book opens with a lengthy and interesting account of the 
Types of Volcanoes, giving us the basis of primary classification, 
according to origin, followed by a brief summary of the features in 
the life history of volcanoes, whereby the subdivision is readily 
made into young, mature and old. This is the arrangement now 
used in physiography for the ready classification of any type of land 
form. 

The remaining portions of Chapter I. deal with Characteristics 
of the Products of Volcanoes; Profiles of Volcanic Mountains; 
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Structure of Volcanic Mountains; Erosion of Volcanic Mountains; 
Subterranean Intrusions; and Characteristics of Igneous Rocks. 

The careful reader can gain from this first third of the book the 
principal facts regarding volcanic phenomena, which are illustrated 
and applied in the later chapters dealing with the General Distri- 
bution of the Active and Recently Extinct Volcanoes of North 
America; Volcanoes of Central America; of Mexico; and of United 
States and Canada. 

The last chapters are devoted to Deposits of Volcanic Dust; 
Theoretical Considerations; and the Life History of a Volcano. 

The general reader will find every chapter full of help and inter- 
est, and the teacher will find the whole book a source of reference 
that should be at hand. Those who may not care to follow the 
theoretical considerations in a field where so much is still unknown, 
will find the greater part of the book well worth continuous reading. 
The last chapter on the Life History of a Volcano appeals to the 
imagination in a way that is most helpful even to the specialist in 
geography. Indeed the chapter is an excellent summary of the whole 
book, written in such a pleasing manner that the facts abide with the 
reader without difficulty. By comparison the book is, on the whole, 
not so satisfactory as its predecessors, as the reader feels that it is 
more of a compilation than the monographs on Lakes and Glaciers. 

The typography is clear and pleasing, and the mistakes are few 
and not serious. The book is very attractive in its general appear- 
ance, as well as in its content. The illustrations, which are numer- 
ous, deserve more than a word of mention, for they have been care- 
fully selected and very clearly printed. Many of the reproductions 
are of phenomena not generally illustrated in text-books, and hence 
are especially serviceable for teachers and students. The price of 
the book puts it perhaps beyond the reach of the common-school 
teacher, which is unfortunate. It is a book to which every teacher 
should have access, and surely should be ranked among the books 
of the year chosen for a village or any library. R. E. D. 

First Book of Physical Geography. By Ralph S. Tar r. The Macmillan 
Company, i£p/, pp. j68. 
Prof. Tarr's First Book in Physical Geography resembles very 
strongly his previous successful book entitled Elementary Physical 
Geography. The order of treatment is essentially the same, and 
the amount of attention given to the different chapters varies but 
very slightly. The First Book, indeed, is so little less simple than 



